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KDPH Viral Hepatitis Program
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Kentucky’s Incarceration Rates Stand Out Internationally
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https://www.prisonpolicy.org/profiles/KY.html
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Kentucky Department of Corrections
14 adult institutions
Contracted medical 
services provided through 
Wellpath  
Testing Protocol upon 
intake: Universal, opt-out
KY DOC is not required by 
law to provide HCV 
medication to individuals 
in prisons with active HCV 
infection.
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https://www.maps-of-the-usa.com/maps/usa/kentucky/large-administrative-map-of-kentucky-state-with-major-cities-preview.jpg



Kentucky Department for Public Health

• Kentucky HCV Elimination Plan was released August 2022
• DOC commissioner was engaged and actively involved in 

elimination planning.
• Incarcerated individuals (and recently released) were 

identified as a priority population.

Priority Population: Incarcerated Individuals 

Weinbaum C, Lyanderla R, Margolis HS; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Prevention and control of infections with hepatitis viruses in correctional settings. Centers for 
Disease Control Prevention. MMWR Recomm Rep. 2003 Jan 24;52(RR-1):1-36; quiz CE1-4. Erratum in: MMWR Recomm Rep. 2003 Mar 14;52(10):205-14. PMID: 12562146.
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340B at KY DOC: Timeline
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Dec 2022: 
Requested 

TA from 
NASTAD

Jan 2023: 
Met with 
NASTAD, 
received 

resources 
to review

Jan-June 
2023: 

Internal 
discussions

June 
2023: 
Met 
with 
340B 

consult-
ant and 
NASTAD

June-Aug 
2023: 

Discussion 
internally 
and with 
NASTAD/ 

consultant, 
presented 
our plan to 

DOC

Sept 
2023: 
Began 
MOA 

develo
pment 

Oct 2023: 
DOC 

registered 
for 340B 

eligibility; 
VHP 

gained 
access to 

data

Jan 
2024: 
Initial 
MOA 

finalized 

End of 
2024: First 

DOC 
Cascade 

developed

2024-
Present: 

Infrastruc
ture 

building 

2025: 
Some 

roadblocks 
slowed full 
implemen-

tation 
(other 
DOC 

priorities)

Fall 2025-
Present: 

Increased 
momentum

April 1, 
2026: 
340B 

Pricing 
Go-Live
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Facilitators

• Pre-existing relationship with 
DOC Commissioner

• Technical Assistance from 
NASTAD 

• Access to DOC’s EMR through 
our MOA

Barriers

• DOC not required to provide 
medication to people who are 
incarcerated with HCV

• Wrong addresses for prisons
• DOC: Competing priorities (1115 

Waiver)
• KDPH: Lack of funding/capacity
• DOC EMR learning curve, needed TA 

from Wellpath
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Facilitators and Barriers 



Kentucky Department for Public Health

Annual Hepatitis C Screening Questionnaire:
1. Do you want to be tested for Hepatitis C?

▢  Yes    ▢  No    ▢  Decline to answer

2. Have you had possible exposure to someone else's blood which could occur through sex, tattoos or piercing, injection of 
drugs or other circumstances?

▢  Yes    ▢  No    ▢  Decline to answer

3. Have you ever been diagnosed with a sexually transmitted infection (STI)?

▢  Yes    ▢  No    ▢  Decline to answer

If the individual answers YES to one or more questions, the individual may need further testing and treatment.

9



Kentucky Department for Public Health

In-Kind Support

340B Partnership

Enhanced data 
surveillance

Educational Support
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Enhanced Surveillance for Incarcerated Populations
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Educational Support
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Hepatitis C Educational Materials for 
Corrections/Reentry
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PDFs of Educational Materials: https://redcap.chfs.ky.gov/surveys/?s=8MCCEFAKTN4WA9FA 

https://redcap.chfs.ky.gov/surveys/?s=8MCCEFAKTN4WA9FA
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Kentucky Department of Corrections Cascade of Cure

Kentucky Department of Corrections, Kentucky Department for Public Health, Viral Hepatitis Program, Data Accessed: October 2025

Hepatitis C Cascade of Cure, 2020 - 2023

N = 12,736
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Kentucky Department of Corrections Hepatitis C 
Cascade of Cure, August 2020 – December 2023 
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Year Count

2020 65

2021 109

2022 79

2023 170

Treatment Initiation 
by Year

35% exposed

27% with active infection

Total number tested

Kentucky Department of Corrections, Kentucky Department for Public Health, Viral Hepatitis Program, 2025

12% Percent treated
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Future Possibilities
• Hopefully, more people who are incarcerated in KY DOC receiving medication 

due to lower price
• More data sharing 

• Better understanding of true risk of reinfection with medical record review
• 1115 Reentry Waiver

• Hopefully, increased reentry navigation for people who are provided services 
through the waiver program that have HCV

• Future iterations could increase covered services to 90 days pre-release and 
include HCV medication

• With more funding
• Reentry HCV linkage navigators 
• Peer education

16



Kentucky Department for Public Health

Thank You!
Viral Hepatitis Program Staff

• Program Lead: Dia Obonyo dia.obonyo@ky.gov
• Epidemiologist III: Claire Holladay claire.holladay@ky.gov
• Epidemiologist II: Christina D’Agostino christina.dagostino@ky.gov
• Perinatal Coordinator/Epi: Jordan Murphy Jordan.murphy@ky.gov
• Perinatal HCV Case Manager: Rachael Corrone Rachael.corrone@ky.gov
• Program Coordinator: Katie Gardner katie.gardner@ky.gov

Viral Hepatitis Program Email: VHP@ky.gov 

Viral Hepatitis Program Website: chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/idb/Pages/vhp.aspx
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