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▪ Viral Hepatitis in Wisconsin 
▪Wisconsin Department of 

Corrections (WI DOC) 
▪ Screening and treatment  

in WI DOC
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Viral Hepatitis in Wisconsin
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Hepatitis B: 2023 Wisconsin Trends

4,649 people 
living with 

HBV

384 newly 
reported 

cases  
in 2023

Asian people 
are most 
affected
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Hepatitis B: 2023 Wisconsin Trends

◾People aged 30–39 years had the highest rate of 
Hepatitis B (HBV). 
◾98% of newly reported HBV cases were chronic. 
◾Highest number of reported cases were in Milwaukee, 

Dane, and Waukesha counties. 
◾Highest rates were in Kewaunee, Monroe and 

Milwaukee counties.
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Hepatitis B Prevalence in Wisconsin
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Primary exposures of Hepatitis B  
in Wisconsin
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In 2023, 79% of all Wisconsin HBV cases were related to country of origin.
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The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommends universal hepatitis B vaccination 
within 24 hours of birth, followed by completion of the vaccine series.

In 2023, one child in Wisconsin met  
the case definition of perinatal HBV.

https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis-b/hcp/perinatal-provider-overview/vaccine-administration.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/hbv/vaccchildren.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis-b/hcp/perinatal-provider-overview/vaccine-administration.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/hbv/vaccchildren.htm
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Universal Hepatitis B Screening (2023)
◾Screen all adults at least once and pregnant people 

during each pregnancy. 
◾Use the HBV triple panel test. 
◾Anyone who requests HBV testing should be tested.

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/hbv/testingchronic.htm  

https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/hbv/testingchronic.htm
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Universal Hepatitis B Vaccination (2022)
◾All adults aged 19–59 years should receive HBV 

vaccines. 
◾It removes the need for exposure factors to be disclosed. 
◾Could increase vaccination coverage and decrease HBV 

cases.

Source: Universal Hepatitis B Vaccination in Adults Aged 19–59 Years: Updated Recommendations of 
the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices — United States, 2022 | MMWR (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7113a1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7113a1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7113a1.htm
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Hepatitis C: 2023 Wisconsin Trends

23,656 
people living 

with HCV

1,387 HCV 
cases 

reported in 
2023

Native 
American 

people are 
most affected
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Hepatitis C: 2023 Wisconsin Trends

◾58% of all female cases were aged 15–44 (reproductive 
age). 
◾Median age of new cases is 35 years. 
◾44% of all new cases are under 40 years. 
◾Highest number of reported cases were in Milwaukee, Dane 

and Waukesha counties. 
◾Highest rates were in Sawyer, Ashland, and Florence 

counties.
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Hepatitis C Prevalence in Wisconsin
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In 2023, 58% of all new HCV cases in Wisconsin were among females of 
childbearing age (15-44 years).
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Among acute HCV cases, injection drug use (IDU) has been the most reported exposure 
factor.
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Universal Hepatitis C Screening (2020)

◾All people aged 18 and older, at least once. 
◾All pregnant people, during every pregnancy. 
◾All people living with HIV, at least once. 
◾Ongoing screening for certain exposure factors.

Source: CDC Recommendations for Hepatitis C Screening Among Adults — United States, 2020 | MMWR

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/rr/rr6902a1.htm
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Wisconsin Department of Corrections (DOC)
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Division of Adult Institutions

◾Supervises more than 23,000 
people who have been sentenced 
by a court to a term of 
incarceration or re-incarceration. 
◾Oversees 36 adult correctional 

facilities in three different 
bureaus. 
◾There are maximum, medium, 

and minimum institutions.
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Wisconsin DOC Data and Reports
◾Includes adult prison statistics, community supervision 

statistics, data on youth, staff assault and injury reports, 
and recidivism and reincarceration rates. 
• DOC Data and Reports 
◾Interactive dashboards allow users to filter for various 

characteristics to view data in greater detail than what 
might be available in a static report. 
• DOC Interactive Dashboards

https://doc.wi.gov/Pages/DataResearch/DataAndReports.aspx
https://doc.wi.gov/Pages/DataResearch/InteractiveDashboards.aspx
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Division-At-a-Glance Brochure

Source: https://doc.wi.gov/DataResearch/DataAndReports/DAIAtAGlance.pdf 

https://doc.wi.gov/DataResearch/DataAndReports/DAIAtAGlance.pdf
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Prison Fact Sheets

Source: https://doc.wi.gov/Pages/DataResearch/DataAndReports.aspx 

https://doc.wi.gov/Pages/DataResearch/DataAndReports.aspx
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Wisconsin DOC Division of  
Adult Institutions

Bureau of Health Services

▪ Director of Healthcare 
Administration 
▪Medical Director 
▪ Nursing Director 
▪ Pharmacy Director

Provides leadership for the 
delivery of cost-effective, safe, 

and high-quality patient-centered 
health care, health promotion 

and preventive care in 
accordance with professional and 

community standards.
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Wisconsin DPH and DOC Quarterly Meetings

◾Attendees include: 
• Wisconsin Division of Public Health (DPH)—Bureau of 

Communicable Diseases 
• Wisconsin Department of Corrections—Bureau of Health 

Services 
• Wisconsin State Lab of Hygiene (WSLH) 
• University of Wisconsin—Madison (UW)
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Wisconsin DOC Bureau of Health Services
◾2017—Cerner (Electronic Medical Record) was installed in DOC 

facilities statewide. 
◾2019—DOC pharmacy and medical team began treating HCV more 

when WI Medicaid Prior Authorizations were lifted. 
◾Receives $150,000 of vaccine from DHS to purchase HAV, HBV, or 

HPV vaccines. DOC also purchases additional vaccines with their 
own budget (this past year was $700,000).  
• DOC is the only entity who is unable to bill vaccine administration 

anywhere.
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Screening and Treatment in Wisconsin DOC
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Wisconsin Hepatitis  
Elimination Plan

Populations of Focus

▪ Justice system-involved 
people 
▪ Pregnant people and 

perinatally exposed 
infants

▪ Tribal Nations 
▪ People who use drugs 
▪ Rural residents
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▪ Any person who is currently or has ever been arrested or 
incarcerated in a detention or correctional facility. 

▪ This term also includes those reentering their communities 
after detention or incarceration, including those on parole 
or probation.

Correctional health is community health

Justice System-Involved
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◾People who are incarcerated have HCV at a rate 10 times 
higher than the general public. 
• 30% of people living with HCV spend at least part of each year 

incarcerated. 
◾Each year, people diagnosed with HCV in the Wisconsin 

DOC, represent 8% of all newly diagnosed cases in the state.

Justice System-Involved 
Population
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◾Funded by: 
• 340B – Only discount pricing 
• State general purpose revenue 
◆Provider claims are submitted and processed by Upper Peninsula 

Health Group 

◆Contract with ACL Laboratories for confirmatory testing 

• Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
◆DPH and WSLH basic agreement for fee-exempt testing for local and 

Tribal health departments and DOC

Wisconsin DOC Screening and 
Treatment Costs
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Hepatitis B: 2023 Wisconsin DOC Trends

5 cases 
reported in 

2023

Over the last 
decade, 26% 
decrease in 

reported 
HBV cases 
from DOC 

Highest in 
people aged 
30–39 years
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Wisconsin DOC Hepatitis B Screening
◾In 2024, DOC implemented new HBV screening algorithm. 
• Previously reliant on HBV core Ab, but now screen for 

HBsAb to determine immunity status. 
◾Screening is opt-out at intake and inmates can ask for 

screening or vaccination at any time. 
◾Between 2018–2023, 37% of people screened on intake 

were classified as chronic HBV cases.
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DOC Hepatitis B Screening Algorithm
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Wisconsin DOC HBV Continuum of Care, 2018–2023
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Wisconsin DOC HBV Continuum 
of Care, 2018-2023
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Hepatitis C: 2023 Wisconsin DOC Trends

Highest in 
people aged  
30–39 years

115 cases 
reported in 

2023

36% HAV and 
55% HBV 

vaccinated
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Wisconsin DOC Hepatitis C Screening

◾In 2020, DOC transitioned from risk-based screening to 
universal HCV opt out screening at the main intake 
facilities. 
◾Screening is opt-out at intake and inmates can also ask for 

screenings at any time. 
◾From 2020–2022, an average of 93% of people at DOC 

intake were screened for HCV.
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WI DOC Hepatitis C Treatment

◾WI DOC treats all HCV positive patients. 
◾From admission to specimen collection for HCV screening, 

time was less than two days at Dodge and less than three 
days at Taycheedah. 
◾Eight-week treatment being used and they do 12-week 

when possible. 
◾From 2017–2022, 87% of patients have been treated.
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Wisconsin DOC HCV Continuum of Care, 2017–2022
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Wisconsin DOC HCV Continuum of Care, 2017–2022
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Past or Present Collaborations

◾DOC Bureau of Health Services all staff meetings 
◾UW Madison grants and research projects 
◾Health education materials and distribution 
◾Surveillance, cluster detection, and response activities 
• Global Hepatitis Outbreak and Surveillance Technology 

(GHOST) system that was created by CDC in the Division of 
Viral Hepatitis 

• Continuum of Care 
• Data reports
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Opportunities for Future Collaboration
◾Admission to treatment initiation rates at each facility. 
◾Screening and treatment rates between the maximum, 

medium, and minimum facilities. 
◾All negative HCV RNA lab reporting being sent to Wisconsin 

Electronic Disease Surveillance System (WEDSS) from ACL 
Reference Laboratory. 
◾Department of Community Corrections warm hand offs. 
◾Community follow up to collect SVR labs if needed.
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Wisconsin Viral Hepatitis Surveillance
2023 Data Reports

▪ HAV Surveillance Report 
▪ HBV and HCV Surveillance 

Report 
▪ HBV and HCV Surveillance 

Report for Milwaukee 
County

▪ Syndemics Surveillance 
Report for the Wisconsin 
Department of Corrections  
• HBV, HCV, HIV, and STIs 

(Chlamydia, Gonorrhea, 
and Syphilis)

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03599.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p00440a.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p00440a.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p00440b.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p00440b.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p00440b.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p00440c.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p00440c.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p00440c.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p00440c.pdf


Resources
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◾ Hepatitis A Virus Infection | Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
◾ Immunizations: Hepatitis B Virus | Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
◾ Immunizations: Data | Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
◾Wisconsin Hepatitis C Program | Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
◾ Hepatitis C: Data | Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
◾ Hepatitis C: Resources for People with Hepatitis C | Wisconsin Department of 

Health Services 
◾ Hepatitis C: Resources for Health Professionals | Wisconsin Department of 

Health Services 
◾ Hepatitis C Program: Staff Directory | Wisconsin Department of Health 

Services

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/viral-hepatitis/hav.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/immunization/hepb.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/immunization/data.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/viral-hepatitis/hcv-program.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/viral-hepatitis/hcv-data.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/viral-hepatitis/hcv-patient.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/viral-hepatitis/hcv-patient.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/viral-hepatitis/hcv-professional.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/viral-hepatitis/hcv-professional.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/viral-hepatitis/hcv-contacts.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/viral-hepatitis/hcv-contacts.htm


Resources
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◾ Hepatitis B Online (uw.edu) 
◾ ACIP Recommendations: Hepatitis B Vaccine | ACIP Recommendations  

| CDC 
◾ Clinical Testing and Diagnosis for Hepatitis B | Hepatitis B | CDC 
◾ Hepatitis C Online (uw.edu) 
◾ Clinical Screening and Diagnosis for Hepatitis C | Hepatitis C | CDC 
◾ Recommendations for Testing, Managing, and Treating Hepatitis C | HCV Guidance 

(hcvguidelines.org) 
◾ Online Viral Hepatitis Serology Training | CDC 
◾ Hepatitis C Management | National Clinician Consultation Center (ucsf.edu)

https://www.hepatitisb.uw.edu/
https://www.cdc.gov/acip-recs/hcp/vaccine-specific/hepatitis-b.html
https://www.cdc.gov/acip-recs/hcp/vaccine-specific/hepatitis-b.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis-b/hcp/diagnosis-testing/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis-c/hcp/diagnosis-testing/index.html
https://www.hcvguidelines.org/
https://www.hcvguidelines.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/resources/professionals/training/serology/training.htm
https://nccc.ucsf.edu/clinician-consultation/hepatitis-c-management/


Questions?
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Kailynn Mitchell, MPH 
Adult Viral Hepatitis Supervisor 

kailynn.mitchell@dhs.wisconsin.gov 

mailto:kailynn.mitchell@dhs.wisconsin.gov


Thank you!
Protecting and 
promoting the health 
and safety of the 
people of Wisconsin
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