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• Brief Overview of Syndemics Impacting Black Women

• Presentations
• Chelsea Frand, Policy & Evaluation Unit Manager, Houston Health 

Department

• Tyffanie Walton, Ending the HIV Epidemic Community Health Educator, 
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 

• Q&A and Discussion

• Wrap Up

Agenda
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• New diagnoses among cis-women are from mainly from heterosexual contact

• Most new HIV diagnoses are among cis-women aged 25 to 44, 13-34 among 
transwomen 

• Black/African American women, are more likely to be impacted

• Women are more likely to know their HIV status

HIV

Source: CDC
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PrEP
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PrEP
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• Hepatitis B
• In 2022, acute hepatitis B was highest among non-Hispanic Black persons 

• Higher hepatitis B–related mortality rate

• Hepatitis C
• In 2022, acute hepatitis C rates increased among non-Hispanic Black persons

• Higher hepatitis C–related mortality rate 

• In 2019, non-Hispanic Blacks were more likely to have chronic hepatitis C than all 
other race/ethnicities (for ages 20–59 years and 60 years or older).

• HIV and Hepatitis C co-infection
• Roughly 6-30% of people living with HIV also have Hepatitis C (variation due to 

risk factors; people who inject drugs have a higher prevalence)

Hepatitis
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• Chlamydia and Gonorrhea
• In 2022, women aged 20-24 

had the highest rates

• Non-Hispanic Black/African 
American women had the 
highest rates

• Syphilis
• In 2022, non-Hispanic 

Black/African American 
women had the second 
highest rates of primary and 
secondary syphilis after 
non-Hispanic American 
Indian/Alaska Native 
women 

STIs



• 29.5% of people who died 
of a drug overdose were 
female

•  27.2% women were 35–44 
years old.

• Black, non-Hispanic people 
had the second highest 
overdose death rates.

Overdose Deaths- 2022, 30 Jurisdictions
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Source: CDC's State Unintentional Drug Overdose Reporting System (SUDORS), 2022
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• Nearly 3 in 10 women (29%) have experienced rape, physical violence, 
and/or stalking by a partner and reported it having a related impact on 
their functioning

• Women ages 18 to 34 have the highest rates of intimate partner 
violence

• Between 2003-2012 Black/African/African Americans had the highest 
rates of intimate partner violence

• 9.5% had been stalked and 41.2% of Black women had been physically abused 
by a partner during their lifetime

• IPV has been linked to multiple physical and mental health conditions  
and health risk behaviors among women of all backgrounds, including 
sexual and reproductive health

• Survivors are 2 times more likely to develop symptoms of depression 
and 3 times more likely to develop a major depressive order.

• Survivors are 6 times more likely to have a substance use disorder.

Intimate Partner Violence

Sources: National Domestic Violence Hotline, National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) 
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HIV in Houston/Harris County

White

16%

Black

50%

Hispanic

29%

Multi/Unk/Other

5%

In 2022, there were 1,277 new 
HIV diagnoses in Houston/Harris 
County. People whose birth sex is 
female accounted for 18.2%. 

Among people whose birth sex is 
female, Τ𝟏 𝟐 reported 
Black/African American and 
nearly Τ𝟏 𝟑 reported Hispanic as 
their race/ethnicity.  



Syphilis in Houston/Harris County

White

13%

Black

46%

Hispanic

30%

Multi/Unk/Other

11%

In 2023, there were 6,008 early 
syphilis diagnoses in 
Houston/Harris County. People 
whose birth sex is female 
accounted for 26.5%. 

Among people whose birth sex is 
female, nearly Τ𝟏 𝟐 reported 
Black/African American and 
nearly Τ𝟏 𝟑 reported Hispanic as 
their race/ethnicity.  
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Women & Girls Day
Partnered with local 
HBCU to host an HIV/ 
STI prevention 
educational event. 
Include panel 
discussions, break out 
sessions and 
demonstrations. 

Houston HITS Home
Partnered with local Hip-
Hop Radio Station to host 
Testing event where 
participants received 
tickets to a concert for 
completing screening 
and education. 

My Prenatal Promise
Launched a media 
campaign targeting Black 
and Hispanic women to 
educate on the 
importance of syphilis 
screening during 
pregnancy. 

Black Women & 
PrEP
Launched a media 
campaign targeting Black 
women to increase their 
engagement in PrEP.



My Prenatal Promise – Media 

Campaign
1
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In the first year of the campaign: 

• TOTAL IMPRESSIONS: 10,435,309
o Digital/Social: 5,935,276
o Television: 4,500,033

• TOTAL CLICKS: 123,773







Houston HITS Home – Testing 4 Tickets 2
0

There were 300 people tested for 
HIV, syphilis and hepatitis C. In 
addition to HIV and STI prevention 
education, adult and child 
vaccinations were also 
administered. 

• 6 new HIV diagnoses
• 1 HCV diagnosis
• 10 syphilis diagnoses
• 91 doses of adult vaccine
• 3 doses of child vaccine



Key Takeaways
2
1

Meet People Where They Are

Representation Matters

Benefit From Areas of Interest



Chelsea.Frand@houstontx.gov

Tel 832 393 4729

www.houstonhealth.org

Administrative Office

Houston Health Department

8000 North Stadium Drive

Houston, Texas 77054

Chelsea Frand, MPH

Policy & Evaluation Unit Manager

Bureau of HIV/STI an Viral Hepatitis 
Prevention

Thank You!
I hope you guys enjoyed it!



MAHOGANY BLUE: BLACK 
WOMEN AND PrEP

ENDING THE HIV EPIDEMIC BLACK WOMEN & PrEP CAMPAIGN 2024

Tyffanie Walton   WALTONT5@MICHIGAN.GOV 

mailto:WALTONT5@MICHIGAN.GOV


WHY THIS CAMPAIGN? 

According to a recent study, Black women continue to be disproportionately 
impacted by HIV, accounting for nearly 60% of new HIV infections in US women, 
despite making up less than 15% of the female population.

Sullivan PS, Woodyatt C, Koski C, Pembleton E, McGuinness P, Taussig J, Ricca A, Luisi N, 
Mokotoff E, Benbow N, Castel AD. A data visualization and dissemination resource to 
support HIV prevention and care at the local level: analysis and uses of the AIDSVu Public 
Data Resource. Journal of medical Internet research. 2020;22(10):e23173.”

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2778348


MAHOGANY BLUE: 
BLACK WOMEN 
AND PrEP

The “Mahogany Blue” campaign presents an opportunity to 
promote PrEP utilization among Black women by decreasing 
stigma, medical mistrust, the lack of awareness about PrEP 
and insurance challenges. The campaign is dedicated to 
empowering women by recognizing the unique barriers 
Black women encounter in accessing HIV prevention tools 
like PrEP

The "Mahogany Blue" campaign is an adaptation of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) "She's 
Well " campaign and features Black women of various skin 
tones, shapes and ages appearing in informational materials 
customized for Wayne County. The inclusion of “Mahogany” 
in the tagline is a nod to not only the various shades of Black 
women but also the resiliency of Black women. “Blue” 
references PrEP medication that has traditionally been 
recognized as a blue pill. While the original PrEP pill was 
blue in color, PrEP now comes in many colors and forms. 
Patients and providers can work together to determine the 
best form of PrEP for them.

To learn more about PrEP and the “Mahogany Blue” 
campaign, visit Michigan.gov/PrEPandBlackWomen

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.bhsp.mdhhs.michigan.gov%2F%3Fqs%3Df71b0aae512c2ffad0e10538d7b60f630ee76f50fbcfe1761928ebbbd876732e6ba1a110a3c9addce27a7bfdabe1e33320431a9761984922&data=05%7C02%7CWaltonT5%40michigan.gov%7Cf977a2a367fa4c78f20108dcabe8d4d6%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638574263704952183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MmAxxN07rU7h8hr6JY2HWgjSRa4fy9MAoNM7V%2Fg%2B%2BUs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.bhsp.mdhhs.michigan.gov%2F%3Fqs%3Df71b0aae512c2ffad0e10538d7b60f630ee76f50fbcfe1761928ebbbd876732e6ba1a110a3c9addce27a7bfdabe1e33320431a9761984922&data=05%7C02%7CWaltonT5%40michigan.gov%7Cf977a2a367fa4c78f20108dcabe8d4d6%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638574263704952183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MmAxxN07rU7h8hr6JY2HWgjSRa4fy9MAoNM7V%2Fg%2B%2BUs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.bhsp.mdhhs.michigan.gov%2F%3Fqs%3Df71b0aae512c2ffafe9c9bbc8eaf2e9c80e3113a4be62d13a42efe45e373c5ca798060a4ebcd0ea98f0dd6b19e885db124ebf55627f842ed&data=05%7C02%7CWaltonT5%40michigan.gov%7Cf977a2a367fa4c78f20108dcabe8d4d6%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638574263704967597%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rJPBKuMeLbebUfe5XiDaQuo10t0dr3jg8i83jtziHPE%3D&reserved=0
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SUCCESS



MAHOGANY BLUE ASSETS



PrEP FOCUS GROUP SUMMARY
Understanding Attitudes of Detroit-area Black 
Women toward PrEP and Its Marketing 

• Facilitators

• Diversity

• Stakeholder Engagement

• Multigenerational 

• Insightful Exploration

• Data- Driven Decision Making



MAHOGANY BLUE
 DASHBOARD METRICS



MAHOGANY  BLUE   
COMMUNITY DAY

• Sunday June 30th 

• Charles H. Wright Museum of African 
American History in Detroit

• Over 100 registered, approximately 80 
attendees and surveys were distributed 

• Leisha McKinley-Beach

• PrEP Panel of Mixed Status

• Sex Positivity Discussion

• Laughter and Joy 



KEY TAKEAWAYS

• Empowering Black Women

• Driving Change

• Collaboration and Inclusion 

• Insights for Action

• Prepare to Pivot



DEFINING SPACES, REDEFINING 
HEALTH

TOTAL # SURVEYS: 286

o MAHOGANY BLUE DAY

o DWIHN 

o HEALTH IS WEALTH

o TIOWIO (TALK IT OUT WALK IT OUT) 





Thank you and please reach out with any 
questions!

Tyffanie Walton (she/her)

EHE Health Educator

WaltonT5@michigan.gov

Kyra Sanders (she/her)

Community Planner 

SandersK7@michigan.gov

mailto:WaltonT5@michigan.gov
mailto:WaltonT5@michigan.gov


Q&A/Discussion

36
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• Krupa Mehta, Senior Manager, Prevention kmehta@nastad.org

• Request technical assistance from NASTAD at nastad.org

• Session evaluation

Wrap Up
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