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WE CAN
SAVE LIVES



2022 National Ryan White Conference on HIV Care & 
Treatment
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*including intrahepatic bile duct cancer **age-adjusted rates per 100,000; source: https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/new-hep-b-mortality-article/

https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/new-hep-b-mortality-article/


Hepatitis B and C account for 2 out 
of 3 of liver cancer cases

in Hawaiʻi.



Ly, et al. 2020. CID. https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/71/5/1149/5581721

HCV-associated mortality averages 

20 years of 
shorter life, 
compared to the rest of the state
(2016-2017). 

https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/71/5/1149/5581721


Ly, et al. 2020. CID. https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/71/5/1149/5581721

Hawaiʻi has the highest proportion of 
Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander, 
and Asian deaths among HCV-listed deaths 

(2016-2017), compared to other states. 

https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/71/5/1149/5581721


WE HAVE
A PLAN







Mission and Vision
Mission

• To empower Hawaiʻi ̒ ohana to promote liver health and wellness
• To raise awareness and increase access for the prevention, diagnosis, and 

treatment of liver disease, especially viral  hepatitis and related harms
• To erase stigma, social and racial inequity, and health disparities 

surrounding communities affected by liver disease

Vision
• To create a Hawaiʻi free of hepatitis and other liver disease
• To promote liver health by integrating culturally appropriate services 

within a comprehensive system of care



•Harm Reduction 

•Social Justice

• Intersectionality

•Aloha

Values in Practice



Hep Free 2030 Priorities



WE HAVE
PARTNERS



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBzphi-gJyI&list=PLixKDTvr1jxRysf28lSRUqGfjOn0wzOgW&index=23
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBzphi-gJyI&list=PLixKDTvr1jxRysf28lSRUqGfjOn0wzOgW&index=23
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBzphi-gJyI&list=PLixKDTvr1jxRysf28lSRUqGfjOn0wzOgW&index=23
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBzphi-gJyI&list=PLixKDTvr1jxRysf28lSRUqGfjOn0wzOgW&index=23
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBzphi-gJyI&list=PLixKDTvr1jxRysf28lSRUqGfjOn0wzOgW&index=23
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBzphi-gJyI&list=PLixKDTvr1jxRysf28lSRUqGfjOn0wzOgW&index=23


WE CAN DO 
(& LOOK) 

BETTER



Prioritize Prior Authorizations





https://stateofhepc.org/states/hawaii/


https://stateofhepc.org/states/hawaii/


ʻ



Immediate Response, 
Delayed Meeting



https://www.hepfreehawaii.org/press
https://app.box.com/s/x3xqm5psujzet5fsa3z4abh17f46samk


https://www.staradvertiser.com/2022/08/28/editorial/island-voices/remove-hepatitis-c-treatment-barriers/
https://app.box.com/s/x3xqm5psujzet5fsa3z4abh17f46samk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBzphi-gJyI&list=PLixKDTvr1jxRysf28lSRUqGfjOn0wzOgW&index=23
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBzphi-gJyI&list=PLixKDTvr1jxRysf28lSRUqGfjOn0wzOgW&index=23


Prioritize Prior Authorizations



WE CAN
IMPROVE 
QUALITY



We Can Draft a Memo...



...or a Provider “Gold Card”



WE CAN
SHOW 

THANKS



“For treatment regimens following 
the AASLD- IDSA HCV Guidance, 
there will be no prior 
authorization [bold added].”

https://www.hepfreehawaii.org/news/medquest-reduces-hep-c-restrictions
https://app.box.com/s/x3xqm5psujzet5fsa3z4abh17f46samk


https://www.hepfreehawaii.org/news/medquest-reduces-hep-c-restrictions
https://app.box.com/s/x3xqm5psujzet5fsa3z4abh17f46samk


https://www.hepfreehawaii.org/press


https://www.hepfreehawaii.org/news/grade-a-for-hawaii-medicaid


WE CAN 
DO MORE



FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES 

IMPLEMENT 
“GOLD CARD”

RECOMMEND 
ATTESTATION

LEGISLATIVE 
BRIEFING

DRAFT SIGN-ON 
LETTER

PARTNER W
SINGLE MCO



WHAT CAN 
YOU OFFER?
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