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Lineage: Reproductive Justice Comes from Black women
12 founding mothers Toni M. Bond Leonard, Reverend Alma 
Crawford, Evelyn S. Field, Terri James, Bisola Marignay, Cassandra 
McConnell, Cynthia Newbille, Lorretta Ross, Elizabeth Terry, ‘Able’ Mable 
Thomas, Winnette P. Willis, and Kim Youngblood.

REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE FRAMEWORK: Every individual has the 
human right to:

● Decide if and when they will have a child and the conditions 
under which they will give birth (IF/WHEN/HOW)

● Decide if they will not have a child and their options for 
preventing or ending a pregnancy

● Parent the children they already have with the necessary social 
supports in safe environments and healthy communities, and 
without fear of violence from individuals or the state

● Bodily Autonomy, free from all forms of reproductive 
oppression
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Reproductive Justice is intersectional
• Articulated and framed by Black women and women of color
• Looks beyond a singular focus on abortion & emphasizes access

• Reproductive health: focuses on provision of services
• Reproductive rights: focuses on protecting legal rights to 

reproductive services
• Reproductive justice: focuses on movement building & 

complete physical, mental, spiritual, political, social, and 
economic well-being

• Grounded in human rights and social justice
• RJ is necessarily linked to & includers other social justice issues
• Necessarily challenges white supremacy, anti-Blackness, 

cisheteronormativity, racism, xenophobia, empire
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Reproductive oppression in the U.S.: examples

• Rape, sexual violence, contraceptive and 
gynecological experiments forced on people who 
were and/or are enslaved

• Forced sterilization of Black, Indigenous, and Latinx 
women, people with disabilities, people who are 
incarcerated, and PLHIV

• Separation of families through slavery, boarding 
schools, the foster care system, mass incarceration, 
and ICE

• Restricted/lack of access to trans-inclusive repro 
health care: abortion; gender affirming care; 
informed consent; maternal and perinatal care; 
sexual health education

• Family caps in welfare policies

• “Condoms as evidence” policies

• Policies that make it hard to change gender 
markers on IDs

• Restricting & criminalizing PLHIV, immigrants, 
people of trans experience, sex workers, people 
with felonies
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REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE 
AND THE HIV RESPONSE
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Reproductive Oppression and PLHIV
silence about PLHIV as sexual 

beings |Stigma and 
discrimination | Forced or 
ceorcive sterilization and 

abortions | Lack of counseling 
about pregnancy prevention 

and contraceptive options due 
to assumptions that we aren’t 
having sex or should be using 

condoms | Slow uptake of U=U 
science | criminalization of 

breast and chestfeeding when 
living with HIV | criminalization 
of sexuality when living with HIV

Source: PWN member quotes
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Many HIV/RJ organizations and leaders, 
primarily Black cis and trans women, have 
been making these connections for decades



8/25/2020 8 pwn-usa.org@uspwn

“Reluctance from medical providers and 
public health officials to share information 
about viral suppression rests on a complex 
set of stigmas, but boils down to one 
basic idea: people with HIV can’t be 
trusted. We can’t be trusted to take our 
medications, to care about and protect 
others, and to tell our providers the 
truth about our sexual and medical 
decisions.
Source: 
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/undetectableuntran
smittable-so-why-the-hell-
isnt_b_5a21b23fe4b04dacbc9bd6f0

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/undetectableuntransmittable-so-why-the-hell-isnt_b_5a21b23fe4b04dacbc9bd6f0
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PWN’s Bodily Autonomy Framework
“Bodily autonomy is the simple but 
radical concept that individuals have 
the right to control what does and 
does not happen to our bodies.
When we have full bodily autonomy, 
not only are we empowered to make 
decisions about our health and future 
– without coercion or control by 
others – we also have the support 
and resources needed to 
meaningfully carry out these 
decisions.”

Trans Justice 
is Repro 
Justice

Positively Trans and PWN 
collaborated on a TCRJ 
strategy meeting in 2018 
which led to a set of  
recommendations
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Gender monitoring the 2010 NHAS
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NHAS 2022-2025
NHAS 2022-2025 mentions reproductive healthcare for PLHIV twice:

1. “Across the lifespan, individuals with HIV will also experience a spectrum of non-HIV-specific needs, which may 
require coordination across various health and social services systems, such as sexual and reproductive health or 
transition-related care for transgender individuals, in order to ensure affirming whole-person care. “ - p 59

2. “In addition to the RWHAP, patient-centered medical homes and health homes create opportunities to address 
medical and support service needs of people with HIV through coordinated, team-based, and accessible programs 
including co-location of mental health, substance use, geriatric, reproductive, and other related health care services.”-p 
48 

BUUUT… 
the NHAS Federal Implementation Plan, released 8/26/2022, has ZERO actions 
specifically related to advancing sexual and reproductive health and rights of people 
ALREADY LIVING with HIV
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FURTHERMORE… 
through invasive and nonconsensual practices 

like molecular HIV surveillance/”cluster 
detection and response”, the HIV public health 

workforce is actively violating key tenets of 
reproductive justice and bodily autonomy, 

and placing Black, Indigenous, and People of 
Color living with HIV, especially queer and 

trans folks, directly in harm’s way
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Get involved: the time is 
NOW
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Organizing for Reproductive Liberation

2020: PWN contacted nearly 500,000 voters in Colorado, Pennsylvania, and Texas. 
We successfully defeated an anti-abortion ballot measure (Prop 115) and passed an 
expansion of paid family medical leave (Prop 118) in CO
2022: Deep canvassing on abortion now in CO, PA, and TX for the midterms

CO PA TX
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Spotlight: Pennsylvania
SB106: PA’s Anti-Abortion Constitutional 
Amendment | July 2022

1. Lays the groundwork for future abortion bans by 
writing that citizens have “no rights related to 
abortion” in the Constitution.

2. Institutes voter photo ID requirements  
3. Gives the Governor the power to appoint a Lieutenant 

Governor instead of allowing the voters to have a say
4. Centralizes oversight of elections to a single individual: 

the PA Auditor General - politicizing election results
5. Takes power away from the Governor and gives more 

to the General Assembly

PWN canvassers 
registering a Philly 
voter, Oct 8, 2022

Volunteer with us in PA: https://www.mobilize.us/pwn-
usa/event/514327/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes



https://www.mobilize.us/pwn-usa/event/514327/
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Spotlight: Colorado
Colorado is an abortion oasis, surrounded by states that have 
criminalized or restricted abortion
● 2020: PWN members protected abortion and advance family 

formation in Colorado by helping defeat Prop 115 and pass 
Prop 118 

● 2022: PWN and allies helped pass the Reproductive Health 
Equity Act (RHEA) which enshrines the right to abortion and 
contraceptives in state law and blocks public entities from 
denying or restricting those rights.

● 2022: Deep persuasion and listening conversations with CO 
voters on abortion access, GOTV

● 87% of Colorado counties do not have an abortion provider

Volunteer with us in CO:
https://www.mobilize.us/dashboard/pwn-
usa/event/517118/

https://www.mobilize.us/dashboard/pwn-usa/event/517118/
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Thank you

Naina Khanna
co-executive director

Positive Women’s Network-USA
pwn-usa.org

@uspwn
@nainadevi

naina@pwn-usa.org

mailto:naina@pwn-usa.org
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